
St. Mary’s Bay Academy



The Woodlot 

School opened in 2002.

Property Is situated on 80 acres including 
school, fields and woodlot.

Woodlot activities started around  2010 with the 
O2 class creating early trails, chainsaw training, 
survey and clearing of property line.

Outdoor Education started shortly after.



The Woodlot-Incremental Steps

After a hiatus  we received Collaborative Learning 
Time in the afternoons and restarted our woodland 
activities.One goal was  to develop programs that 
reflect the community our students live in.

With a much larger group of staff and students, we 
joined Health Promoting Schools.

At the same time we began an initiative to Increase 
outside engagement to engage other groups and 
agencies with our school. 

We also began an initiative to integrate  woodlot 
activities in courses from grade 7-12.



The Woodlot- Progress

Today, our forest based activities are part of our long 
term planning for the health and well being of students, 
and integrated into our school curriculum and planning.

This became so successful,  SMBA began  to offer 
Forestry Management in our course selection for the 
2020-2021 school year.

Our woodlot today is fully integrated into all classes 
across the curriculum from Forestry to Science, Social 
Studies, Physical Education, Technology and the Arts.



The Woodlot

Students have taken a lead role and contribution     
to the woodlot development process.

Students Activities have or currently include

● Sawmill selection and operation
● Trail Development
● Woodlot management projects and training
● Forestry and Outdoor Education Courses

This has left a lasting legacy for our students as 
they graduate.



The Woodlot- Early Partners

● Natural Resources and Renewables- Advised 
and provided early direction. Grants and 
support with sawmill initiative, ATV donation.

● Western Woodlot Cooperative- Created a 
Management Plan for the school.

● WestFor and Lewis Mouldings- Donations 
including initial load of logs for the mill

● Orienteering Nova Scotia- Map development
● NSTU- Professional Development Assistance 

Fund
● TCRCE- Health Promoting Schools
● SMBA- School Advisory Council
● Gran Fondo- Kids Bike race
● Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal-

Agreement to use adjacent TIR land.



The Woodlot- Continued Partnerships

Include but are not limited to 

Natural Resources and Renewables,  have 
helped us develop key educational infrastructure 
to grow our project.

WestFor and Lewis Mouldings- Key support      
for delivering log  and log donations to our 
school.

TCRCE- Health Promoting Schools

SMBA- School Advisory Council

Weymouth Food Bank- Firewood donations



Forestry Management 11 and 12
Started with Grade 11 Forestry Management in 2021.

Added Grade 12 Forestry Management in 2022.

Key themes of the courses: 

Provide experiences and learning opportunities related 
to silviculture and forest management.

Create awareness of many careers available to them in 
the forestry sector, which they might not otherwise 
consider. The forestry sector is very broad, 
encompassing practical roles managing woodlands, 
felling and planting trees; conservation work as a forest 
ranger; scientists monitoring pests and diseases; 
craftspeople turning wood into furniture, art and other 
objects; not to mention the many roles in the businesses 
that rely on wood and woodland.



Forestry Management 11 and 12

To enable students to develop 
skills and knowledge to participate 
in the forest industry. With a main 
focus on employability skills. 

Our management plan at SMBA 
supports the outcomes for our 
courses and at the same time 
allows for a multitude of well being 
activities.



Forestry Management 11 and 12

Some Chosen Objectives for our Management Plan:

Main theme: Being a good steward and  forest sustainability

More knowledge about the forests

Using the forest as a health benefit

Some harvest in designated areas and gathering of fresh 
windfalls to supply lumber for school projects.

Collection of maple sap

Creation of trails 

Being mindful of our practices with the ultimate goal to          “ 
make it look like we were never there.”



Forestry Management 11 and 12

The development of areas for specific 
educational topics and areas of reflection that  
enhance a cross curricular approach within our 
forest. 

Demonstrate how study of forests and 
woodland management can be used across 
the curriculum.

Outdoor Education improved accessibility to 
the woodlot.



Forestry Management 11 and 12

Some options stemming from our plan:

Developing and extending the entrepreneurial 
component of course outcomes and working along 
with Entrepreneurship 12 and Construction 
Technology classes to create projects. At no cost to 
the student as in days gone by; students are able to 
produce a larger project such as a picnic table and 
take it home. 

The lumber has all been prepared on the school 
portable mill. We like to say “ by students for 
students”



Forestry Management 11 and 12
Students are able to feel a sense of community by 
sharing the fruits of their labour with other schools within 
our board and the local community. 

They have produced GAGA arenas, picnic tables, benches, 
garden boxes and completed on site repairs.

Some future projects will include tranquility stations for other 
schools, a community pantry and some project work for 
community organizations. 

We have been blessed with this school and property and it 
would be remissful on our part if we did not share our 
blessings with others. 

Thanks to our various administrators, the experiential learning 
team at SMBA is a cohesive group that utilize our school 
forests in Forestry, Science, Social Studies, Physical 
Education and the Arts.



Our forest management and the REDress Project:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lH7FuxzrFvs

As part of the Mi’kmaw Studies program the focus on current 
issues facing First Nations is at the forefront of our lessons. 

“statistics show that Indigenous women and girls are 12 times 
more likely to be murdered or missing than other women in 
the country, and they are three times more likely to be a 
victim of spousal violence. The recently observed National 
Indigenous Day is a timely reminder to direct our attention to 
domestic priorities relating to the safety and security of 
women and girls, especially the issue of Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG).”

(https://www.mcgill.ca/rnwps/ [Research Network on 
Women,Peace and Security)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lH7FuxzrFvs
https://canadianwomen.org/the-facts/gender-based-violence/
https://www.mcgill.ca/rnwps/


Our forest management and the REDress Project:

The Mi’kmaw studies program at SMBA has 
placed our tribute to Jaime’s work and this 
devastating issue along another short trail and 
opening in our forest. 

The project is always ongoing as are the efforts 
investigating and battling this continued tragedy. 

I would like to share that once I introduced this 
topic to my class; the students were incredible 
with their response to the project. 

We hope that you may visit our area of tribute 
and reflection a bit later today. 



From Forest to finished products

https :/ / fb.watch/ jzZLDD_wBq/

https://fb.watch/jzZLDD_wBq/
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