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Shapplng turtle a Wood turtle

Freshwater turtles of
Nova Scotia




Longlived and slow maturing

A Take up to 20 years to mature
and can live > 50 years

A Reproduce throughout their
lives

A Have naturally high survival
of adults and low survival of
eggs and juveniles

A Threats to adults are -
particularly harmful




Painted Turtle

Special Concern*




Eastern painted turtle

A Mature at around 912 years

A Females bigger than males and ofte
have better survivorship

A Usually lays & eggs

A Hatchlings are freeze tolerant



Snapping Turtle

Special Concern / Vulnerable




A Found on mainland and Cape Bretors
A Up to 40cm long , weigh up to 18 kg

A Mature at around 1520 years in
Ontario

A Lays around 40 eggs in a clutch

A Can not pull themselves into their
shell



Wood Turtle
Threatened




Wood turtle

A Found mainly in eastern and central
NS and on Cape Breton Island o

A The most terrestrial of our turtles

A Eats plants, berries, insects, worms,
slugs, fungi and more

A Mature at around 1122

A Typically lay around-82 eggs in a clutch



Wood turtle
habitat

Aquatic

A Primarily rivers and
streams

A Also oxbows, ponds,
ditches, channels

A Sandy or gravelly
bottom

Terrestrial

A Usually <300m
from water

A Alder thickets
A Fields
A Woodlands



Endangered




N N VAN =
turtle

A In NS found only in the
southwest

A We only know of 4
populations

A Likely ~500 adults or less

A Mature at around 182

A Typically lay 84 eggs in
a clutch
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Females and juveniles
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A Vegetated slow flowing
waterbodies

A Bogs, fens, strearstillwaters
coves

A Use ponds, vernal pools and
flooded areas, especially in spring

A Overwinter in water, often in
large groups



Long term

study in NS

Objectives
wFind new populations

wldentify habitats used in each season

wDetermine abundance and population
trends

wldentify and address threats




Live trapping
Visual surveys

Sniffer dog surveys
Radio tracking
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Nest protection



