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A Land Trust most commonly refers to a non-profit, 

charitable organization focused on the acquisition of land, 

primarily for conservation. 

• Takes direct action to protect a local land base

• Solicits donations to purchase lands

• Holds land in trust for future generations through easements

• Accepts the ownership of lands of special value through 

donations
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The RATIONALEWHAT is a LAND TRUST?



There are considerable environmental and economic 

benefits to establishing LTs in NS including: 

• Protecting water quality

• Maintaining habitat for Species at Risk

• Sequestering carbon

• Long-term economic sustainability

• Aesthetics
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The RATIONALEBENEFITS of LAND TRUSTS



Examples - New England

New England Forestry Foundation

• Holds easements over all NE 

‣ 2 large holdings account for over 1 million acres, with 100,000 

additional easements held over 140 properties

‣ Some easements are structured to become Community Forests 

over time

• Annual timber harvest accounts for $500,000 revenue/year 

(roughly 25,000 tonnes)

‣ Pooled Timber Income Fund (new) to create payout for 

landowners on an annual basis

https://vimeo.com/210845080
https://vimeo.com/210845080


From our research we can assume that private landowners 

in rural Nova Scotia are: 

The RATIONALE



There are existing structures in place to support a working 

forest easement program:
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The Nova Scotia Working Woodland 

Trust will exist as a charitable entity to 

conserve working forests through the 

Community Easement Act. 

'The mission of the Nova Scotia Working 

Woodlands Trust is to uphold the long-

term stewardship of family working 

woodlands in Nova Scotia, through 

ecological forestry and conservation.'
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How does it work? 

1. Appraise property and determine endowment contribution

2. Work with local service provider to create management plan

3. NSWWT and land owner create working forest easement for property

4. Easement filed under the Community Easement Act

5. Landowner follows conditions in the easement and is subject to 

annual monitoring by NSWWT

6. If landowner sells property, or it changes hands, easement is still in 

place and new owners must follow conditions
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GREAT, but how???
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The RATIONALEENDOWMENTS

$150,000$120,000

Current woodlot 

value

Woodlot value 

post-easement

Reduction of $30,000
Charitable receipt issued by NSWWT



GREAT, but really, how???
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The RATIONALEENDOWMENTS

$0

$30,000
Charitable receipt issued

$30,000

Average 43.7% tax return = $14,190

Capital Gains does not apply if the 

NSWWT is recognized under the 

Federal EcoGift program, and if 

lands are deemed ecologically 

sensitive 



Medway Community Land Trust

The RATIONALE
the CONCEPT

The cost of the endowment is largely dependent on woodlot area

and the likelihood of infraction. 

Primary costs include:

• Annual monitoring costs by service providers

• Liability costs 

• Negotiations

• Legal defense

Using cost calculator (NEFF) average 

endowment for a 150 acre woodlot is 

$130/acre or $20,000



INFRACTIONS
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The RATIONALE
future MANAGEMENT 

What are my rights and responsibilities? 

• Work with the NSWWT to ensure use of your property is 

consistent with terms of the easement

• Work with a service provider or approved forester and adhere 

to conditions of your management plan

• Update your management plan as required

• Sell your property at any time at any price

• Parcels under the easement must be sold together

• Notify NSWWT prior to transfer of title 



QUESTIONS? 
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