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A Field Guide to 
Forest Biodiversity Stewardship

• WHAT is it?

• WHY is it important?

• WHO is if for?

• WHEN can you get it?

• WHERE is it available?
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WHAT?
Biodiversity - The variety and interconnectedness of all life, 
including all plants, animals, and other organisms, the genes 
they contain, and the systems and processes that link them.

Stewardship - The responsible use and conservation of natural 
resources in a way that takes full and balanced account of the 
interests of society, future generations, and other species. 
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WHAT?
Introductory guide book to be 
brought in the field to help readers 
identify and conserve important 
forest biodiversity features.

• Small (14cm x 23 cm x 1cm)

• 131 pages

• Packed with information from a 
variety of sources

• Loaded with GREAT PHOTOS!

• Divided in 5 Main Sections:
• Stand Features

• Special Habitats

• Watercourses & Wet Forests

• Soils and Soil Communities

• Species at Risk
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Stand Features
Stand Components

• Cavity Trees

• Coarse Woody Debris

• Legacy Trees 

• Mast

• Snags

• Super Canopy Trees

Stand Structure

• Vertical Stand Structure

• Tree Composition

• Old Growth
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Special Habitats
• Caves

• Deer Wintering Areas

• Dens

• Great Blue Heron Colonies

• Hibernacula

• Karst

• Open Woodlands

• Persistent Stand Openings

• Raptor Nests

• Talus, Cliffs, Banks and Rocky Outcrops
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Watercourses and Wet Forests

• Watercourse Management Zones

• Beaver Ponds

• Floodplains

• Seeps and Springs

• Treed Wetlands

• Vernal Pools
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Soils and Soil Communities
• Soils are the fundamental drivers of biodiversity and productivity in forest ecosystems

• Support a mix of flora, fauna and related ecosystem processes that greatly influence 
plant species composition, growth, decomposition and nutrient cycling 
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Species at Risk
Dozens of species at risk live in NS forests.  This guide provides general information about 
these species, and identifies ways to minimize risk and enhance their recovery.

MAMMALS

• American Marten 

• Bats

• Canada Lynx

• Moose (Mainland)

BIRDS

• Bicknell’s Thrush

• Canada Warbler

• Chimney Swift

• Common Nighthawk

• Eastern Whip-poor-will

• Olive-sided Flycatcher

• Rusty Blackbird

REPTILES
• Blanding’s Turtle
• Eastern Ribbonsnake
• Wood Turtle

LICHENS
• Boreal Felt (and Vole Ears)

PLANTS & TREES
• Atlantic Coastal Plain Flora
• Black Ash
• Eastern White Cedar
• Ram’s Head Lady’s Slipper
• Rockrose
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Stewardship Actions
Best Management Practices (BMPs) - Voluntary practices that 
support forest biodiversity conservation.

Crown Forest Policy - Mandatory direction for forest management 
operations on Crown forests. On private woodlands these practices 
are voluntary and encouraged.

Legal Requirements - Laws and regulations that govern the 
management and conservation of all Nova Scotia’s forests and 
biodiversity.
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WHY? 
• Forests are valuable!

• Filter air, provide clean water & food, prevent soil erosion & flooding, 
provide wood to build & maintain communities, provide places to live 
and play for countless species… including people
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WHY? 
• Forests are valuable!

• Filter air, provide clean water & food, prevent soil erosion & flooding, 
provide wood to build & maintain communities, provide places to live 
and play for countless species… including people

• ~ 75% of NS is forested land (4.2 million ha) and ~60 % of 
forested land in NS is privately owned.

• Every day, people from all over NS make decisions that impact 
forests and biodiversity.

• Making these decisions is a shared responsibility, and this shared 
approach is critical to effective forest biodiversity stewardships

SHARED STEWARDSHIP
“The Path We Share – A Natural Resources Strategy for Nova Scotia”
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WHY? 
• “The Path We Share – A Natural Resources Strategy for Nova 

Scotia 2011-2020” outlined goals and actions for Forests, 
Biodiversity, Geological Resources and Provincial Parks.
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WHY? 
• “The Path We Share – A Natural Resources Strategy for Nova 

Scotia 2011-2020” outlined goals and actions for Forests, 
Biodiversity, Geological Resources and Provincial Parks.

Goal: Increase and share knowledge about biodiversity to help governments and interested 
groups make informed decisions and take responsible action.

Action:  Integrate biodiversity values into planning and decision making.

Goal: Engage Nova Scotians in understanding, appreciating and taking care of the 
province’s biodiversity

Action: Provide opportunities for all Nova Scotians to learn more about biodiversity and 
commit themselves to its stewardship.

Goal:  Involve many in the shared stewardship of NS’s forests

Action:  Focus education and outreach programs on shared stewardship
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WHO? 
• This field guide is designed as a stewardship tool primarily for 

forest harvesters, woodland managers, and private woodland 
owners. 
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WHO? 
• This field guide is designed as a stewardship tool primarily for 

forest harvesters, woodland managers, and private woodland 
owners. 

• It also provides valuable information for anyone with an interest 
in Nova Scotia’s forests and their biodiversity. 

“Whether you are preparing for a commercial timber harvest,
cutting firewood for your own use, or planning a trail or road
through woodland, the information in this guide will help you to
recognize and take actions to protect the important forest
biodiversity features you may encounter along the way.”
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WHO? 
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WHEN? 
• NOW!

• Guide became available in April 2017
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WHERE? 
• Free HARD COPIES available from the DNR library in Halifax by 

email at dnr.library@novascotia.ca or by calling 902-424-8633.

• Download PDF copy online at:

novascotia.ca/natr/library/publications/forestry.asp 

mailto:dnr.library@novascotia.ca
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