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What is ASFôs role?

ÅProvide technical and financial silviculture
assistance to owners of private woodland in  
Nova Scotia.

ÅProvide a practical alternative to Registered 
Wood Buyersô silviculture programs.

ÅFocus on silviculture treatments which may be 
difficult to access through RWBs.

ÅProvide a conduit for pilot silviculture projects.



Who are ASF clients?

Small private owners (< 2,000 ha)
ÅIndividuals, plus 8-10 landowner 

groups and cooperatives.

Large non-industrial owners 

(> 2,000 ha)



Eligible Silviculture Treatments

Fill Planting

ÅObjective is to bring 

stocking levels of 

planted 

+ natural trees to > 80%

(1500+ trees/ha)

ÅMust plant > 300 

trees/ha



Eligible Silviculture Treatments

ÅEarly Competition Control (Manual 

weeding)



Eligible Silviculture Treatments

ÅPre-Commercial Thinning - PCT    

(Natural/plantation)
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Pre-Commercial Thinning     

(Natural/plantation)

Density control

Natural stands or plantations, softwood or 

hardwood stands                                

Minimum 80% stocking of crop trees at 2.4 m 

(8 ft) spacing 

Leave 1500 ï3500 crop trees/ha



Commercial Thinning





Selection Management





Crop Tree Release



Crop Tree Pruning





ASF  2017 - 18

ÅAverage silviculture
job about 4 ha (10 
acres)
ÅASF funds 500 ς600 
jobs per year
ÅWe monitor > 30 % 
of these



ÅOver last 10 years, maintained focus on 
extensive silviculture treatments (Category 7c 
= selection management) and commercial 
thinning

ÅIncreased reliance on Forest Ecosystem 
Classification  and Pre-Treatment 
Assessments to assist in decision-making 

ASF conducts 

training courses 

in FEC and PTA: 

next course likely 

in June 2018
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