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BRIEF HISTORY & CONCEPTS



THE MI’KMAQ 
 Mi’kmaq have been rooted in Mi’kma’ki (meeg-

maah-gee) for over 13,000 years according to the 
carbon dating of artifacts from the Mi’kmawey 
Debert site. 
 For centuries, Mi’kmaw people moved through the land, 

utilizing and understanding the richness of Mi’kma’ki - its 
plants, animals, water sheds, river systems that are 
interconnected, and the geology that forms the landscape. 

 The Mi’kmaw language is verb-based and orientated to 
actions and relationships with the natural world. While this 
relationship is constantly evolving and changing, Mi’kmaw 
language provides a way in understanding both the cultural 
and the ecological relationship within Mi’kma’ki, making the 
language complex, yet fluid.

  Not all Mi’kmaq are the same. We need to park 
our assumptions about what we think Mi’kmaq 
look like, sound like, and act like. Every individual, 
family and community are unique and beautiful 
in their own way. .

https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/483254-caring-for-our-existing-trees-is-just-as-important-as-planting

Text from: novascotia.ca/treaty-education
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MI’KMA’KI (PRONOUNCED “MEEG-MAA-GI”)



NOVA SCOTIA MI’KMAQ 
COMMUNITIES



WABANAKI 
FOREST



MI’KMAW WAYS OF KNOWING
Netuklimk

pronounced: neh-doo-goo-limgp
Etuaptmumk 

pronounced: eh-doo-ahp-duh-mumk

Image credit: The Institute for Integrative Science & Health, Basma Kavanagh, n.d.

Two-Eyed Seeing refers to a concept of learning 
to see from one eye with the strengths of 
Indigenous knowledges and ways of knowing - 
and seeing from the other eye with the strengths 
of Western knowledges and ways of knowing

Netukulimk is the use of the natural resources provided by 
the Creator. It encompasses Mi’kmaq sovereign law and 
guides individual and collective beliefs and behaviours in 
resource protection, procurement, and management to 
ensure sustainability and prosperity for future generations. 



COMMUNITY INITIATIVES



WHAT IS MI’KMAW FORESTRY?

o Traditional timber species/products, species/ materials 
of cultural significance – paper birch, wildlife trees, 
teepee poles, craft wood

o NTFPs (foraged goods, crafts, medicines) 

o Cultural experience products – ecotourism, guiding

o Education initiatives, land-based learning

o Carbon & climate change mitigation, 

o Along with many modern forestry practices



MI’KMAW FORESTRY INITIATIVE
•Province-wide initiative to develop and promote Mi’kmaw-led forestry, 
13 Mi’kmaw communities that is governed by the Assembly of Nova 
Scotia Mi'kmaw Chiefs, UINR & CMM Boards of Directors

•Steered by the Mi'kmaq Forestry Advisory Committee: Confederacy of 
Mainland Mi'kmaq, Unama'ki Institute of Natural Resources, Mi'kmaq 
Rights Initiative

•Partnership with Province of Nova Scotia, support from Government of 
Canada







EASTERN LANDS
~10,000 HA



CURRENT & FUTURE PROJECTS/ GOALS

• Community engagement – awareness building, 
recruitment

• Community-led projects/ businesses

• Long-term agreement

• Data collection, research

• Business planning: partnerships, expansion, 
diversification

Image: A. Doucette, 2021.



OPERATIONS TO-DATE
Commercial Thinning, Single-Tree Selection & 
Irregular Shelterwood

- Utilizing maturity
- Creating opportunity for multi-age, diverse 
forest

Pre-Commercial Thinning, selecting for variety 
of species

Road building & upgrading to improve 
accessibility

Submitted a new 5 year Plan



THE CONFEDERACY OF MAINLAND MI’KMAQ
&

MI’KMAWEY DEBERT CULTURAL CENTRE



THE CONFEDERACY OF MAINLAND MI’KMAQ
 (THE CMM)

The CMM is a Tribal Council incorporated in 1986, 
which provides programs and services to its eight (8) 
member communities:  Annapolis Valley, Bear River, 
Glooscap, Millbrook, Paqtnkek, Pictou Landing and 

Sipekne’katik. Wasoqopa’q (Formerly Acadia)

Mission statement:
“To proactively promote and assist Mi’kmaw communities’ 
initiatives toward self  determination and enhancement of  

community.”
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CURRENT INITIATIVES 
Forest Management Services

Non-Timber Forest Products and Agriculture

On the Land Learning and Traditional Practices

Species at Risk and Invasive Species Management

Climate Adaptation

Earth Keeper Network (Land Stewards)

Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas - 
Sespite'tmnej Kmitkinu Conservancy



MI’KMAWEY DEBERT CULTURAL CENTRE

Donate to the Campaign for Mi'kmawey Debert!

https://www.mikmaweydebert.ca/donations/
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WELA’LIOQ, QUESTIONS? Alyx MacDonald
Director, Environment and Natural 
Resources
amacdonald@cmmns.com
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