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Provincial Large Mammal Update

Mark Pulsifer
Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources

Sustainable Use Program: Large Mammals 

Trail cam photo, J. Kolstee 2014

Trail cam photo,
A Lenihan 2014

White-tailed Deer Moose American Black Bear



4/4/2016

2

Carrying Capacity
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Bone Marrow Fat Fetus Count From 
Road-Killed Does 

Antler Beam 
Diameter

Deer/km2, 1983 – 2015 (from PGI surveys)
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W-T Deer population trend, 1983 - 2015
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Age distribution of harvested deer
2013 to 2015 

2013 2014 2015

Age Class (Years)

Deer Harvest Data 2007 – 2015
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Total 
harvest

10,075 12,568 10,333 10,280 9,071 9,036 10,600 10,453 7,814

Total 
Licenses

39,193 41,150 40,025 38,310 36,153 35,732 45,007 48,433 46,945*

Antlered 
deer

8,447 8,613 7,199 6,259 5,485 6,219 7,950 7,381 5,572

Antlerless 
deer

1,606 3,923 3,081 4,021 3,575 2,736 2,650 3,062 2,236

Hunter  
success 
(%)

25.7 30.5 25.8 26.8 25.1 25.3 23.6 21.6 16.6

*as of March 5, 2016
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Trail cam photo, S. Starratt 2014
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Trail cam photo, R. Bergeron 2014

2015 Camera Trap Survey Results for Black Bears

Comparing Black Bear 
2014 and 2015 % Age 

Class
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County 2014 2015

Annapolis 13.80% 8.60%

Cumberland 10.70% 13.10%

Pictou 4.60% 12.10%

Colchester 8.00% 11.00%

Halifax 9.60% 9.30%

Kings 5.40% 7.20%

Antigonish 3.40% 7.20%

Hants 4.20% 6.20%

Queens 8.40% 5.90%

Lunenburg 6.90% 4.80%

Guysborough 4.20% 4.80%

Digby 5.00% 3.10%

Shelburne 5.00% 1.70%

Yarmouth 4.60% 1.70%

Inverness 3.10% 1.40%

Victoria 1.90% 1.00%

Cape Breton 1.10% 0.30%

Bear Harvest by county, 2014 -2015
(percentage of reported harvest)

Trail cam photo, A. Lenihan 2014
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Threats to Mainland Moose
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Zone 1 93.2 82.1 94.3 97.2 90.7 85.0

Zone 2 75.6 81.4 82.8 83.7 77.9 66.7

Zone 3 76.4 74.7 85.7 90.2 74.9 56.8

Zone 4 75.3 61.8 72.6 79.25 87.3 59.5

Zone 5 81.3 86.5 92.1 89.55 86.2 78.2

Zone 6 (1 and 5) 81.0 61.5 56.3 90.9

Overall 82.6 79.8 85.1 86.1 83.2 71.6

Success Rate by Zone 2010 - 2015
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

# Licences Issued 345 345 345 345 346 346 347 345 345 345 345

Males 216 227 186 194 220 178 188 195 170 155 148

Females 63 78 78 80 59 53 63 68 72 52 56

M:F Ratio 3.4 2.9 2.4 2.4 3.7 3.5 2.4 2.6 2.4 3 2.6
Moose Harvested
(reported) 279 305 264 274 279 231 251 263 242 207 204

Moose Harvest by Sex 2005-2015


