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Unama’ki Institute of 
Natural Resources 
(UINR) 

• formed in 1999
• represents 5 First 

Nations
• pillars are 

governance, Mi’kmaw 
guiding principles, 
and partnerships 



CONNECTION – 15,000 YEARS OF WISDOM



MI'KMAW PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATIES

https://www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca/blogs/post/we-are-all-treaty-people/



MI’KMAW PRINCIPLES / LAWS

Netukulimk – the right to use resources in a way that these gifts from the 
Creator survive for future generations to use and enjoy. 

Sespite’tmnej – taking care and responsibility for our communities and our 
home territory. 

Msit no’kmaq – all our relations - we are spiritually connected to all parts of 
creation and these relationships are sacred. 

Etuaptmumk / Two-eyed seeing – using one eye as a Mi’kmaw person and 
the second to see and learn from other perspectives. 

Kepmej – we must use traditional Mi’kmaw ways in everything we do.
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“Kluskap Wilderness Area is a very special place for the Mi’kmaq. This agreement marks another 
step toward the Mi’kmaq having a voice in discussions on the very lands we have been stewards 
of since time immemorial..”

- Chief Norman Bernard, Wagmatcook First Nation

LAND BACK



 70% of Nova Scotia is privately 
owned, making private land 
securement essential to 
establishing IPCAs

 A land trust led by Mi’kmaq using 
Mi’kmaw traditional laws  

 Incorporated in 2021

SESPITE’TMNEJ KMITKINU CONSERVANCY



LAND, WATER, AND SKY

Ecological Corridor: “A clearly 

defined geographical space that 

is governed and managed over 

the long term to maintain or 

restore effective ecological 

connectivity while sustaining 

Indigenous stewardship values.”

(Government of Canada, 2024)



INDICATORS



OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE FOREST



For Mi’kmaw, nature-based climate solutions 
(NbCS) are culturally relevant efforts to restore 
balance to lands, airs, and waters in Unama’ki, as 
Mi’kmaw have been doing since time immemorial. 



QUESTIONS      PATRICIA@UINR.CA

WWW.UINR.CA

mailto:patricia@uinr.ca
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