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ECOLOGICAL FOREST MANAGEMENT

• FORESTRY AND ECOLOGY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN INTERWOVEN

• PLANNING FOR LONG-TERM FOREST WELLNESS REQUIRES A TWO-

EYED SEEING 

• BALANCE THE NEEDS OF THE ENTIRE FOREST ECOSYSTEM WITH 

RESOURCE UTILIZATION

• WE CAN HAVE IT ALL

• HOW? … GOOD STEWARDSHIP



ECOLOGICAL FOREST MANAGEMENT
7 GUIDING PRINCIPALS

• FORESTS HAVE INTRINSIC VALUE

• HUMANS NEED TO EXTRACT FOREST PRODUCTS

• SILVICULTURE SHOULD FOLLOW NATURAL PROCESS 

• FORESTERS PLAN LONG-TERM

• FORESTRY IS IMPLEMENTED AT THE STAND SCALE BUT IN BALANCE 

WITH LARGER ECOSYSTEMS

• CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC CONTEXT MATTERS

• SCIENCE AND PLACE-BASED EXPERIENCE SHOULD GUIDE FORESTRY



HUMAN INTERACTION
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HUMAN INTERACTION
MIND, BODY, SPIRIT

ECONOMICS

Humans vs Natural Resources
Renewable resources

Minimizing impact 
Supporting Rural Community Wellness

SUPPORT LOCAL

A BLEND OF FOREST THINKING
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‘’From Forest Floor to 
Your Door’’

• Family forest land with a story

• Sustainably managed for biodiversity

• Hand-selected products harvested with care

• Unama’ki/Cape Breton - craft

• World-class beauty and quality

#ForestsProvide for flora, fauna and folks.
Choose wood, support local, together we can.
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FINDING DIRECTION

IDENTIFY 
COMMUNITY 

ASSETS

SUPPORT 
COLLABORATION

COORDINATE 
MARKETPLACE

MARKETING & 
OUTREACH



OUR COOPERATIVE – thus far…



OUR COOPERATIVE – thus far…

VHybrid Cooperative: over 100 members 
VBoard of Directors
VAutonomous and Independent
VEducation, Training, Information
VCooperative among Cooperatives
VConcern for Community
VSocial Enterprise
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PRODUCTS OF ECOLOGICAL FORESTRY

Ecosystem Health…

FOREST RESTORATION SERVICES
VTimber harvesting
VTree Marking

VWoodlot Access Road  and Boundary 
Line Maintenance

VWildlife, Riparian Zone Enhancement
VThinning for Value

VNative Tree Enhancement



PRODUCTS OF ECOLOGICAL FORESTRY

Ecosystem Health…

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
VTraining
VWorkshops

VForest Stewardship Certifications



PRODUCTS OF ECOLOGICAL FORESTRY

Ecosystem Health…

THE FOREST UTILIZATION CYCLE
THE HOLISTIC APPROACH

V IN THE RAW
VPROCESS

VFOREST RESIDUAL UTILIZATION



PRODUCTS OF ECOLOGICAL FORESTRY

in the raw…

Community Supported Fuelwood
(seasoned and kiln-dried)

Live-edge slabwood
In the raw
Future: shared tool space inventory



processed…

CAPE BRETON PODS

INCUBATOR BUSINESS
• AFFORDABLE HOUSING

• ADDED UNIQUE HOUSING 
• TOURISM OPERATORS

• FOR THE FAMILY VISITORS

PRODUCTS OF HOLISTIC FORESTRY



For forest renewal and residual utilization…

Heating
Landscaping

Charcoal
Compost additive

Playgrounds

BIOCHAR
Animal feed

Water/wastewater Treatment
Cosmetics

Decontamination projects
Textiles

Wellness industry
Fuels

PRODUCTS OF HOLISTIC FORESTRY



CREATING COMMUNITY CONNECTION

HOW?

EDUCATION – EXPANDING VALUE SYSTEM
MENTORSHIP LEARNING

CELEBRATION
INTERGENERATIONAL TRANSFER
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