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Fostering Species at Risk
Conservation in Southwestern Nova
Scotia
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Woodlands for Wildlife

3-year pilot program developed by
MTRI.

Uses small financial incentives and
landowner recognition.

Protection of SAR habitat on private
woodlands in SW Nova Scotia.




Included Species at Risk (20)

Canada Warbler Black Foam Lichen

Chimney Swift Blue Felt Lichen
Common Nighthawk Boreal Felt Lichen

Eastern Wood-pewee Frosted Glass-whiskers

Evening Grosbeak Vole Ears

Olive-sided Flycatcher

, White-rimmed Shingle
Rusty Blackbird

Lichen

Wrinkled Shingle Lichen
Blanding’s Turtle

Painted Turtle
Snapping Turtle
Wood Turtle

Black Ash
Eastern White Cedar
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Woodlands for Wildlife
ore Components

1. Work with woodland owners to
implement effective buffers around
significant SAR habitat.

2. Additional species-specific BMPs (ex.
limiting silviculture and road
maintenance during critical breeding
seasons).

\.

BIRDS
April 15 to August

TURTLES

May 15 to July 15 &
September 1to October 15




Buffer Basics

.,

Wetlands and watercourses
represent important habitat for
many SAR.

Incentive payments are tied to the
total operable forested areas
included in established 100m
buffers.

Annual financial incentives are
calculated at a rate of S20/acre for
significant SAR habitat



Example Property

* SAR: Canada Warbler

* Total Operable Forested Area
Included in 100m Buffer: 16 acres

e Limitations on high impact
activities (silviculture & road
maintenance).

» Additional species-specific BMPs.

* Annual Incentive Payment: $320




How it Works

Woodlands prioritized for participation:
* Higher Federal and Provincial at-risk status
* Larger population or more than one type of SAR
 Significant adjacencies
* Most recent data

* Woodlands must be found to support at least one species at risk to
qualify for the program.

* MTRI conducts preliminary surveys of potential new woodlands.

* Woodland owners welcome and encouraged to accompany staff
while on the property!

* Woodland owners provided with a customized Implementation Plan.
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Threatened [
CANADA WARBLER STATUS Endangered o<

Wilsonia canadensis

INCENTIVIZED BENEFICIAL MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

50m Do not conduct high impact activities at any time, including
silviculture and road building within 50m from the edge of
significant Canada Warbler habitat as identified and marked
by the Program Manager. Necessary road maintenance is
permitted outside of the critical season: April 15 — August 15.

Do not conduct high impact activities, including silviculture $20/ac
and road maintenance within 200m from the edge of

significant Canada Warbler habitat as identified and marked

by the Program Manager during the critical season: April 15 —

August 15.

ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED WITHIN THE CRITICAL SEASON BUFFER MUST ALWAYS COMPLY WITH
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL BENEFICIAL MANAGEMENT PRACTICES:

Ensure that all individuals conducting work on the property are made aware of the presence
of Canada Warbler.

If breeding adults or nests containing eggs or young are encountered outside of the buffer
area or the dates of the critical season, the area should be marked and brought to the
attention of the Program Manager immediately.

Minimize rutting and compaction of seils and limit ground disturbance which removes or
damages the growth of ground vegetation, especially ferns and shrubs/saplings.

Retain woody material by limiting the removal of fallen trees, treetops, limbs, stumps, and
root masses, as well as standing dead trees.

Mark additional wet areas within the critical season buffer and avoid conducting high impact
activities and all-terrain vehicle use within them.

Mark and maintain water crossings and avoid the construction of new roads close to
wetlands, watercourses, and lakes when possible.
Limit beaver trapping where they are not damaging roads or high value timber.

Use uneven-aged management systems that retain at least three well-defined age classes.

Maintain or restore a mix of hardwoods and softwoods by allowing natural regeneration and
limiting herbicide use on softwood sites.

Protect patches of advanced regeneration and woody material by minimizing travel between
harvest blocks and maximizing trail spacing and machine reach (patches of 0.1 -0.2 ha can
mature into future territory cores)

Implement thinning and,/or crop-tree release after the stand height exceeds 4.5-6m to open
the canopy and enhance understory structure.

Please inform the Woodlands for Wildlife Program Manager BEFORE any silviculture, road
building, road management, or quarrying is conducted on your property at any time.




Conservation
Agreements

All participants in the WFW program must sign a
Conservation Agreement

Agreement outlines the responsibilities of both
MTRI and the landowner

Key elements include:

Annual incentive Species monitoring &

payments liability Compliance



Questions?

Laura Carter

Woodlands for Wildlife Program
Coordinator

Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute

wfw@merseytobeatic.ca
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