
Fostering Species at Risk 
Conservation in Southwestern Nova 

Scotia



Non-profit co-operative located in 
Kempt, Queens County.
Mandate to promote, conserve and 
sustain biodiversity in Kespukwitk
and beyond. 



Woodlands for Wildlife

• 3-year pilot program developed by 
MTRI.

• Uses small financial incentives and 
landowner recognition. 

• Protection of SAR habitat on private 
woodlands in SW Nova Scotia.



Included Species at Risk (20)

 Canada Warbler
 Chimney Swift
 Common Nighthawk
 Eastern Wood-pewee
 Evening Grosbeak
 Olive-sided Flycatcher
 Rusty Blackbird

 Blanding’s Turtle
 Painted Turtle
 Snapping Turtle
 Wood Turtle

 Black Foam Lichen
 Blue Felt Lichen
 Boreal Felt Lichen
 Frosted Glass-whiskers
 Vole Ears
 White-rimmed Shingle 

Lichen
 Wrinkled Shingle Lichen

 Black Ash
 Eastern White Cedar



Background

• SW Nova Scotia designated a 
Priority Place for biodiversity and 
SAR.

• Private woodlands represent over 
50% of the forested land in SW NS. 

• Private woodland owners critical to 
SAR conservation.

• Incentive programs have proven 
success in other industries and 
locations SAR conservation.



Woodlands for Wildlife 
Core Components

1. Work with woodland owners to 
implement effective buffers around 
significant SAR habitat.

2. Additional species-specific BMPs (ex. 
limiting silviculture and road 
maintenance during critical breeding 
seasons). 



Buffer Basics

• Wetlands and watercourses 
represent important habitat for 
many SAR.

• Incentive payments are tied to the 
total operable forested areas 
included in established 100m 
buffers.

• Annual financial incentives are 
calculated at a rate of $20/acre for 
significant SAR habitat



Example Property

• SAR: Canada Warbler

• Total Operable Forested Area 
Included in 100m Buffer: 16 acres

• Limitations on high impact 
activities (silviculture & road 
maintenance).

• Additional species-specific BMPs.

• Annual Incentive Payment: $320



How it Works

• Woodlands prioritized for participation:
• Higher Federal and Provincial at-risk status
• Larger population or more than one type of SAR
• Significant adjacencies
• Most recent data

• Woodlands must be found to support at least one species at risk to 
qualify for the program.

• MTRI conducts preliminary surveys of potential new woodlands.

• Woodland owners welcome and encouraged to accompany staff 
while on the property!

• Woodland owners provided with a customized Implementation Plan. 





Conservation 
Agreements

Key elements include:

Annual incentive 
payments

Species monitoring & 
liability Compliance Opt out

Agreement outlines the responsibilities of both 
MTRI and the landowner

All participants in the WFW program must sign a 
Conservation Agreement



Questions?

Laura Carter
Woodlands for Wildlife Program 
Coordinator

Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute

wfw@merseytobeatic.ca
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