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òThe term balanced forestry (Seymour and Hunter 2009) recognizes òthat there is no 

single right way to manage (or not manage) forests, and that thoughtful, cooperative 

design of forest landscapes can both conserve native biodiversity and sustain 
forestȤbased economies.ó 

òOne response to managing for multiple and conflicting demands is to partition the 

forest into different zones so that all values are met, but not necessarily in each zone.ó 



3

òNova Scotiaõs forest policies and operational decision making will be guided by the 

practice of ecological forestry through a triad model.ó 

u Government Response to the Independent  Review of Forest Practices in Nova 

Scotia, December 2018



What is a Triad model?

u https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDB1j_0Dzno&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDB1j_0Dzno&feature=youtu.be


What is a Triad model?
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u Zoning of land for specified values into three zones

u Not unlike zoning used in towns and cities; 

u Residential, commercial, agriculture, etc. 

u Already a practice on Crown land as two distinct zones 

u Protected Areas vs Working Forest

òThe challenge is defining the right amount of area and the right locations for each 
zone so that the desired levels of all forest values are realizedó



High Production Forestry
(timber production)

Ecological Matrix
(biodiversity & timber)

Conservation Zone
(biodiversity)

Figure 1. The triad management concept. Allocation of Crown land forest into three distinct zones, 

each with a specific management objective (in italics). 



Zoning 
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u Conservation Zone ðProtects and conserves biodiversity and functioning of natural processes; 

u Includes Parks and Protected areas as well as area designated as Old Growth Forests

u No timber harvesting permitted

u High Production Zone ðFocused on production of high value timber products

u Smallest of the 3 zones

u Intensive silvicultural management regime 

u Ecological Matrix zone - Produces a limited amount of timber, while maintaining important ecological 
stand conditions through low intensity, ecologically -appropriate harvest prescriptions

u Biodiversity is the priority 

u Focus is producing multi -aged forests comprised of long lived, shade tolerant species   

u Largest of the 3 zones
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òEach zone is indispensable and of equal importance. Effective implementation of 

Triad zoning requires existence of all three zones in proportions adequate to meet 

objectives for all values.ó 



ECOLOGICAL MATRIX ZONE
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